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This workshop will focus on the emerging middleane strata in China and aims at examining
vital dynamics in the current historical moment keal by intense entanglements of local,
regional and global forces and identities. The whdp will address central trends in the
economic and social fields of class and genderidBseghe new perspectives of themes such as
family, entrepreneurship, age, marriage, housingsamption and mobility will be elucidated. All
in all this workshop aims at creating synergiesveen vital but so far divided fields of reseanch i
social and material innovations and at exploringgptials and challenges facing the middle strata
in China today.

Workshop Location: The workshop will take place at the new SDC Buidliin the Eastern
Yanqgihu campus, University of Chinese Academya@éfces, in Beijing. The newly inaugurated
building was designed by Danish Architects andrfoel by The Danish Industry Federation. It
offers a convenient conference site, with guesshprestaurant and accommodation facilities.

Participants: The participants consist in distinguished juniod @enior scholars from China and
the Nordic countries who are specializing in vasitiemes related to the Chinese middle strata.

Organizers. The Department of Sociology and the Co-ordinatmrGender Studies, University of
Copenhagen with financial support from the Sino iBaiCentre in Beijing. SDC
http://sdc.university/The workshop continues and deepens the livelyparation between
University of Copenhagen and Chinese institutiongcent years, including joined seminars and
summer-schools at Fudan, PKU, CASS and at therepat of Sociology at University of
Copenhagen.

For more practical information, please see sepa@amentWorkshop Practical Informatidn
Guidelinesfor Presentations:

Each presenter has 30 minutes; 15-20 minutes for the presentation and 10 minutesfor
discussion.

PhD Students (Birte Hansen and Cancan Wang) have 20 minutes; 10 minutes presentation
and 10 minutesfor discussion.

Please prepare accordingly, and remember to leawe §me for discussion. We will end the day
with a session on concluding remarks, and futuaesl
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Program:
December 14™:

17:00 Departure from Beijing — CASS and PKU (detanclosed)

19:30 Dinner and Introduction to the Workshop

December 15

07:30 Breakfast (B building, basement)

08:00 Departure from Guesthouse to the SDC Bgldi

08:15- 08:30 Welcome and Introduction

08:30 — 09:50 First Session: Middle-Income Stratdne Making

09:50- 10:00 Concluding Remarks and Discussion

10:00- 10:15 Coffee/ Tea Break

10:15 — 12:05 Second Session: New Regimes of Fa@dye and the Aging population
12:05- 13:30 Lunch

13:30 — 15:00 Third Session: New Lifestyle Trerielse Housing, Meat and Mobility
15:00 — 15:30 Roundtable and Summary

15:30- 16:00 Introduction to the SDC Educational Building

17:00 Departure for Beijing

1. Middle-income strata in the making

08:30- 09:00 Prof. Li Chungling, CASS, Beijing:
Insecurity and Anxiety of the Chinese Middle Class
09:00 - 09:20 Birte Hansen, ph.d. Roskilde Uniwgrsi
Female entrepreneurs in urban China.

09:20-09:50 Prof. Hanne Petersen, University oféhdgagen

Gender and sustainability in legal perspectives

09:50- 10:00 Concluding Remarks and Discussion
10:00- 10:15 Coffe/ Tea Break
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2. New Regimes of Family, Care and the Aging population

10:15- 10:45 Meng Chen, associate professor, Shanghaetsity:

The road to perfect motherhood, in whose way? Alitgtise study of middle-class mothers in
Shanghai

10:45 -11:15 Professor Yun Zhou, Peking University:

Reflections on Middle Class and Aging.

11:15- 11:45 Prof. Yifei Shen, Fudan University:

What Is The Fair? The Distribution Principle of fiady Property When Divorce

11:45- 12:05 Cancan Wang, ph.d., Copenhagen Busines®IScho

Mobilizing expectations of marriage across geniersg among middle class in China

3. New Lifestyle Trends: Housng, Meat and Mobility

13:30— 14:00 Professor Jihua Lu, Peking University:

Seasonal Migrants of Elites in Contemporary Chifnalyzing the Determinants of Elderly
Migrant’s Housing Ownership in Hainan.

14:00— 14:30 Ass. Professor Zhu Di, CASS:

Exploring meat consumption and changing diets iarglay lives of middle-class urban Chines
people: sustainability, food safety, and health

14:30- 15:00 Ass. Professor, Hilda Rgmer Christensenvéisity of Copenhagen

Gender, Transport, Sustainability.
Chinese Perspectives on a New Field of ReseardiPablic Policy

15:00- 15:30 Roundtable and Summary
15:30- 16:00 Introduction to the SDC Educational Building
17:00 Departure



O-ORDINATION FOR S D (
® Department of Sociology GENDER STUDIES

@ The university partnership
Denmark - China

Biographies & Abstracts

1. Middle-income strata in the making

Prof. Li Chungling, CASS, Beijing

Abstract
Insecurity and Anxiety of the Chinese Middle Class

The growth of the middle class in China is acconmgghmwith growing insecurity and anxiety in
recent years. The causes are associated with bhetixternal socio-economic environment and the
inherent characteristics of China's middle cladse Tast growing economy, fundamental social
changes, evolving cultural values and the uncleditigal reform provide this rapidly expanding
social group with improved material living standgres well as feelings of pressure, confusion and
contradiction. In recent years, the slowing dowreocdnomic growth, the intensification of market
competition, the continuous rising of living costise volatility of stock and housing market, and
the imminent socioeconomic crises, have furtheraanéd the insecurity and anxiety of the middle
class in China.

Biography

LI Chunling is a Research Fellow of Institute ofci®dogy of Chinese Academy of Social Sciences
(CASS), and director of the Department of Youthdsts and Social Problems in the Institute. She
is also a professor of Department of Sociology 85S. Her primary research interests are social
stratification, sociology of education and youtlidsés. Books she published include Attitudes,
Experiences and Social Transformation: A sociolalgstudy of ‘Post-1980’ Youth; Rising Middle
Classes in China; Gender Stratification and Laboarkdt; Formation of Middle Class in
Comparative Perspective: Process, Influence, ast&monomic Consequences; Theories of Social
Stratification; Cleavage or Fragment: A Empiricahadysis on the Social Stratification of the
Contemporary China; Social Mobility in Urban Chinéuth and Social Change: A Comparative
Study Between China and Russia.

Birte Hansen, ph.d. Roskilde University:

Abstract
Female entrepreneurs in urban China.

The purpose of this paper is to investigate fenal&repreneurship in transitional China and
implications arising from gender roles and expémtat located in socio-economic contexts. The
paper examines topics such as motivations, chakrbe role of guanxi in female entrepreneurial
business settings and perceptions of gender eguster reform. A qualitatively-driven mixed

methodology is applied composed by a quantitatygokement component and a qualitative core.
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Theoretically, the paper draws on a combination eebnomic sociology, network theory,
institutional theory and poststructuralist feminisheory. The paper finds that female
entrepreneurship, defined as economic action, ideeled in women’s immediate social
environments and that socio-economic and culturakctires influence women’s entrepreneurial
motivations. The embeddedness of female entreprehipuis found to be two-fold. First,
entrepreneurship is found to be a masculine cortstry providing gendered implications for
women in terms of how they are perceived by socteggcond, women are found to be embedded in
their immediate social environment with distinctaltenges arising from social expectations and
family obligations. The paper emphasises the rbleetworks in female entrepreneurship and the
implications of culture in shaping and recreatinggtices undermining female participation. The
paper demonstrates that women entrepreneurs hereaged in visibility after the market reform
and are challenging cultural and social beliefaitnet) to their economic capabilities. The paper
ends on a note requesting further studies intopibgtion of the female digital entrepreneur,
encouraging academic investigation into whethernot the challenges expressed by female
entrepreneurs in the physical environment are fiearexl to the expanding digital economy in
China. The emerging online economy in China pravideholars attentive to the situation of the
female entrepreneur considerable momentum, postglat unique sample of women’s rise in yet
another masculine domain, namely the digital econom

Biography

Birte Hansen is a PhD student enrolled in a do&hlB® programme organized in the collaboration
between at the Sino Danish Centre and Roskildeaysity. She works in the Department of Social
Sciences and Business at Roskilde University. Bildesen received a double honor BA from the
University of Portsmouth and Huazhong Shifan Dakuénternational Development Studies and
Mandarin. She received her double degree MA from $ino Danish Center and Copenhagen
Business School in Public Management and Socialeldewment studies. Her thesis focused on
Female Entrepreneurship in Transitional China axgloeed motivations and challenges arising
from the economic, cultural and institutional eowiment in China and implications of lingering

ideological legacies. Birte Hansen is currentljher second year of the PhD titled: Innovation and
Digital Entrepreneurship in Transition: Exploringomen’s prospective contribution to China’s

growing entrepreneurial economy and innovative bgpraent.

Prof. Hanne Petersen, University of Copenhagen

Abstract
Gender and sustainability in legal perspectives

In 1987 the UN published the groundbreaking reut Common Future, which introduced the
concept of sustainable development, defined as ingeéthe needs of the present without
compromising the ability of future generations teantheir own needs”. Sustainability has now
been around for a generation. This is also theodeof individualization, commercialization and
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consumption, of globally growing education levefsnmmen and of falling fertility. Generational
relations, which are at the heart of Our Commorufgytare also at the heart of the growing middle
class and not least mothers. Our Common Futurepwakiced by the Brundtland Commission led
by the first female Norwegian prime minister, whasaalso a doctor. A few years later in 1994
Angela Merkel became minister for the environmenunified Germany, and was influential in
negotiating the Kyoto Protocol in 1997. In 2017 @any has held the COP 23 on behalf of the
island state Fiji. In 2007 Brundtland was appoinfgecial Envoy on Climate Change for the UN.
In the same year Danish Conservative politician iimrHedegaard was appointed Minister of
Climate and Energy Affairs, and in 2009 she wasappd EU Commissioner for Climate action.
In 2015 former CCTYV journalist Chai Jing producest influential video on Beijing air pollution
“Under the Dome”, which was downloaded by 300 rmiilipeople within a week, before it
disappeared from the internet.

These examples show the global importance of mididies women in the struggle for a change of
political and legal realities and regulations. @theore mundane examples relating to health and
beauty will be discussed in the presentation

Biography

Hanne Petersen has been professor of legal cultirgse University of Copenhagen since 2009.
She was Jean Monnet Scholar at the European Unwénstitute in Florence 1993-94, professor
of jurisprudence and sociology of law at Universiy Greenland, llisimatusarfik 1995-99,
professor of Greenlandic sociology of law at Unsigr of Copenhagen 2001-2006. From 2007-
2012 she was visiting professor of law at Univgreit Tromsg, Norway. 2011-2012 she was Hedda
Andersson guest professor at Lund University, Sweds part of the Gender Equality priority of
this university. From 2016-18 she is visiting psser at Gothenburg University, Sweden. She has
participated in a number of international resegratjects amongst others an EU-project "Gender
Relations at the Turn of the Millennium. Women amj8cts in Marriage and Migration” (2001-
2004), a Nordic project "Nordic legal Maps in Trdies” (2005-2009) and at present an EU project
“Religious Diversity and Secular Models in Europ€2010-2013). She has been on several
Research Panels, and from 2009-2014 she was a mafbee Danish Equality Board. She has
worked on gender and legal issues in the Middld,Easl since 2014 she has co-taught the first
course on Chinese legal culture and business lamedtiniversity of Copenhagen.

2. New Regimes of Family, Care and the Aging population

Meng Chen, associate professor, Shanghai University

Abstract

The road to perfect motherhood, in whose way? Alitgtise study of middle-class mothers in
Shanghai
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In recent years, motherhood discourse in urbana&has been evolving as anxiety of the middle
class grows and the public gender ideology chamgthge era of market transition. On the one hand,
the burgeoning middle class shows rising keennéssiacational competition to secure positive
outcomes of social mobility for their children. @wve other, with an increasing separation between
the public and private spheres, Chinese mothersiaveed as living in an era of ‘mommy wars’,
the battles of which may determine the academicesscof their children, and, in turn, affect their
future life chances. Yet, knowledge is limited abawthers’ understanding of motherhood and
how such understandings are linked to their pamgnpractice. Using in-depth interview data
collected in Shanghai, this study explores how €senmiddle-class mothers’ understanding of
perfect motherhood is a consequence of social eartgin. For both working moms and stay-at-
home mothers, there is a gap between their ownimaagn of the ideal state of being a mother and
the perfect motherhood defined by others, includingnot confined to their family. In addition, it
is the motherhood discourse women perceive withith autside the private sphere that tends to
play a predominant role in their mothering practmien based on the mother’s perception of class
identity and reinforcing traditional gender divisgin parenting.

Biography

CHEN Mengis a lecturer of sociology at the School of Soayyl@and Political Science, Shanghai
University. She received her Ph. D in Social Chainge Institute for Social Change, University of
Manchester. She earned her two MA degrees respctivom Department of Sociology,
University of Birmingham and School of Journaliskydan University. Before she started her
doctoral study in Britain, she was a lecturer ofgisi at Shanghai University of Finance and
Economics. She joined Shanghai University in Jub&32and teaches at both undergraduate and
postgraduate courses. Her main area of reseasdrtial stratification and social mobility, and her
current research interests include social mobdrty its social consequences, gender inequality, and
class differences in parenting. Having worked d@saan member in a few research projects since
2013, she has just started working as Pl on a B-W&SF-funded project that examines the
parenting and mobility strategies of the middlesslé&amilies in Shanghai. In the past, Dr. Chen has
published on intergenerational mobility and heaftequality in China. In addition to the NSSF
research project, she is currently working on thadieles respectively on perception of fairness in
urban China, scientific mothering, and subjectiwebll-being of married women in China.

Address: Shanghai University, School of Sociologg Rolitical Science, No. 99
Shangda Road, Baoshan, Shanghai, 200B4#4i: mchen@shu.edu.cn]

Professor Yun Zhou, Peking University:

Abstract
Reflections on Middle Class and Aging.
Co-author:Xiaodan WEI (Department of Sociology, Peking Unsrsy).
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A considerable size of Chinese scholars have beeking on issue of middle class. Some work on
theories related to the concept, which can be ifledsnto at least three categories, class strectu
class formation and social function of the middlkass (Zhu, 2017); and others focus on
measurement of the class (e.g. Li, 2013). In oumiop, several issues related to the discussion of
middle class needed to be reconsidered. Firste tisemo universal agreed definition of the concept
which makes comparisons across countries and egians within a country hard. Second, each
individually defined concept measures more on espoa@ondition or wealth one owns. Thus, it is
an age-blind concept which excludes most elder Ipesipce in general young generation usually
earns more in terms of money than the old generafio minimize the gap we try an exercise to
examine wealth distribution among elder populatisgsing CLHLS data. Our goals are to describe
the characteristics of the “middle class” of thdeslpopulation, examine the size of the population,
and imagine their social role in a society basedtlmn hypothetical virtues our society today
prescribed.

Biography

Yun Zhou, Ph.D. in Social-cultural Anthropology aRdofessor at Department of Sociology of
Peking University. Research and teaching areasudecl“Population and Society”, “Social
Gerontology”, as well as “Family and Marriage”. japublications include "Anthropology and
population studies”, "Fertility decline and kinshipChina", “Age differences of family members
and family care of the elderly in China”, “Charactécs of census 2000 at grassroots—comparison
between China and the United States”, “Promotiod popularization of male contraceptives in
China”, “A study on institutions for elderly in Gta”.

Prof. Yifei Shen, Fudan University:

Abstract
What Is The Fair? The Distribution Principle of fiady Property When Divorce
Co-author: Rui Zhou

The division of property and the scramble of claldtody are two major conflicts when the couples
divorce. Especially the division of property is yeomplex, which involves the marriage years , the
source of objective property, the contribution odgerty,and both husband’s and wife’s families.
Therefore, in contemporary China, it is almost st serious conflict when the couples dissolve.
Through focus groups and quantitative questionsaitieis study asks everyone what is the fair
principle of distribution property when divorce ?eWhypothesized 20 scenarios that allowed
interviewees to split their property in the wayytto®nsidered most fair.

Through the use of sub-class analysis model ofséd@ple data, we find out that there are mainly
four types of fair distribution logic in the didittion of divorce property: property attribution
principle, averaging principle and individual libésm at different time points Principle, the
principle of taking care of the disadvantaged womiegender. The principle of property
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emphasizes the common attributes of pre-maritgbgnty and marital property and divides them
according to the time when marriage is concluddu principle of averaging is influenced by the
public ownership of the economy and advocatesahwly's total wealth and equal distribution. The
principle of individual liberalism closest to matkegic, characterized by a proportional pay-back
and a correspondence between power and respotysilbiie gender principle, combined with the
influence of welfareism and gender stereotypesjdes on the disadvantaged parties in marriage.
Through the research on the fairness logic of aiai®f divorce property, this article tries hard to
show the complexity of pluralism in the proces€bina's modernization.

Biography

Yifei Shen is an associate professor in the Depamtrof Sociology, Fudan University, Shanghai,
China. After received her B.A. (1992) and M.A. (200n International Politics from Fudan
University, she became interested in the studyeoflgr and joined the Department of Sociology. In
2010, she received Ph.D in sociology. In 2007-200@i Shen was a visiting fellow at the
Harvard-Yenching Institute, Harvard University, USA

Her books include: Constructed Women: ContemporEngory on Gender, published by the
Shanghai People’s Publishing House in 2005; GeMignstreaming in Chinese Policy: Political
Participation, Legal Status and Social Securityblighed by the Shanghai Academy of Social
Sciences Press in 2008; and iFamily: the Individraahily and State in the Process of Modernity in
Urban China, Shanghai SDX Joint Publishing Compan®2013. Her research interests include
gender, family and NGO.

Cancan Wangq, ph.d., Copenhagen Business School.

Abstract:
Mobilizing expectations of marriage across genenasiamong middle class in China

Spurred by the increasing discussion on (leftowennen - sheng nu- in public discourse in urban
China, this study examines how emergent socio-eoan@onditions of middle class influence
women’s expectations and practices around marregess generations in urban China. In
particular, this study is concerned with the vietsstween mother and daughter, and their
interactions, as mother is both a parent that guites daughter into her womanhood, as well as a
Chinese woman who occupies a unique place in thiaeSé history. This paper addresses this
question through a longitudinal study (2013-2017tlee intra- and inter- generational interactions
among a group of unmarried woman (born in 1980s) taeir mothers (born in 1960s) in an up-
market gym in Tianjin, China. Drawing on Halberstaumoncept of “queer time” and Mannheim’s
conceptualization of generation, this paper seesergéion as peculiar types of socio-economic
locations, and certain timing around marriage @saauct that is confined and organized through
such socio-economic locations. By following two geations of women’s views on how practices
around marriage should be timed, and the changeagoning behind such views, we come to
understand how changing socio-economic locationstwad generations give rise to certain

10
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expectations of marriage, which breeds alternaéi¥pectations and practices around marriage
among middle class women in urban China. The fgslichallenge the conventional understanding
of generation as a static social category thattgxertain influence on marriage practices in China
and propose economic conditions play an increasingortant role in mobilizing views of
expectations across generations among middle iclagban China.

Biography

Cancan Wang is currently a PhD fellow at the Deparnit of Digitalization, Copenhagen Business
School. She holds a MA in Applied Cultural Analydisniversity of Copenhagen, Denmark and a
BA in Sociology, Fudan University, China. Her warkgeneral explores how various aspects and
consequences of China’s socio-economic transfoomsitare experienced, negotiated and acted
upon in individual and institutional practices. Stas worked in relation to the changing perception
of gender across generations among middle-classidarm urban China. Based on her research in
this area, she has published in international peéewed journalCross-Cultural Researcand
served as a guest editor in jourKainder, Kgn og FoskningShe is also the co-editor of edited

volume <&z t, HRIEHZE : FEEAZMA>. While her research interest remains in thigfiel

she has also dived into the technological end @& socio-economic transformation. Her current
PhD project looks into the emergent form of pulpicsate partnerships for IT services and its
corresponding governance mechanisms. She has Ipetdbliser PhD work in international peer-
reviewed journal, such as Government Informatioau@arly and Transforming Government.

3. New Lifestyle Trends: Housing, M eat and M obility

Professor Jihua Lu, Peking University:

Abstract

Seasonal Migrants of Elites in Contemporary Chifnalyzing the Determinants of Elderly
Migrant’s Housing Ownership in Hainan.

Co-authors:Jiehua Lu, Yunchen Ruan, Sonya Ruth Cotton, andiféerlia-Hong Liu

Based on the sample survey data of seasonal nmsgmntainan province in 2015, this study
focuses on the housing ownership of elderly migramtHainan and its influencing factors. Firstly,
this study briefly summarizes the elderly migranssicial and economic characteristics. The
findings show that the retired elderly migrants evgwedominantly employed in state-owned
enterprises, public institutions and governmentajanizations. Prior to retirement, they were
primarily leaders in the Communist Party; membergg@vernment, army organizations, public
institutions and enterprises; or served as prajessi technical and service personnel. Meanwhile,
compared with other seasonal immigrants, Hainalderlg migrants have comparatively higher

11
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levels of education. For example, the proportionetderly migrants with senior high school
education is about 67%. Secondly, from the perspeof consumer sociology, this study compares
other types of seasonal migrants, and analyzesactesistics of the elderly migrants’ housing
ownership in Hainan. A correlation was found betwdegher levels of education and higher
proportions of elderly migrants who buy their owpaetments. At the same time, compared with
other examined groups of elderly migrants, those sérved in government organizations, public
institutions and state-owned enterprise beforgeamtent are more likely to own their apartments.
Finally, this paper uses the logistic model to gralinfluencing factors determining whether one
does or does not buy an apartment. After contiglior the relevant factors, we found that,
compared to other occupation groups, the elderigramits whose occupations before retirement
include leaders in the Communist Party membersogégment and army organizations as well as
public institutions and enterprises; and profesaicand technical personnel are more likely to
purchase their apartments in Hainan. Subsequeh#yolder they are, the more likely they are to
buy a local apartment. Finally, seasonal migrarte are married are more likely than those who
are single to own apartments in Hainan.

Biography

Professor Jihua Lu, Department of Sociology, Pekingersity. Professor Jihua Lu specializes in
demography, agening and social policy.

Ass. Professor Zhu Di, CASS:

Abstract

Exploring meat consumption and changing diets iarglay lives of middle-class urban Chines
people: sustainability, food safety, and health

Co-authors Browne, A.L. , Zhu Di, & Mylan, J.

Increasing global meat production exerts considerabvironmental burden on par with energy use
and exceeding mobility, while links between ‘ovemsumption’ of meat and the occurrence of
non-communicable diseases and obesity are incgdgsaentified by health professionals. In this

article we explore the dynamics of meat provisiod &onsumption in everyday life — across
intergenerational family settings, friendship greuworkplaces and schools. Reflecting on in-depth
qualitative interviews with middle class residemsBeijing and Shanghai, we explore everyday
food provision, diet choices and diet arrangemeft® also seek to reveal the collective

conventions as well as ambivalences and anxietiediverse modes of meat provision and

consumption. In doing so we reveal three dynamiecierpinning meat consumption in middle class
Chinese lives: shifting systems of provision ofdpthe role of meat in socialising, celebrating and
nurturing; and emerging hybridities of diet and Ittealhe qualitative findings reflect the potential

complexities of changing the dynamics of nutriticsiet and health, as well as issues of
convenience and provision, that underpin meat gopsion in middle class urban Chinese lives.
This empirical example enables some deeper reflexton the complexities of sustainability and

12
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health transitions within the Chinese context. @halysis contributes to debates around sustainable
consumption, highlighting the importance of the a@yics of everyday life to explaining stability
and change in population level patterns in consignpt

Biography
Dr Zhu Di is an Associate Professor of the Institof Sociology, Chinese Academy of Social

Sciences (CASS). She is also the Secretary Geoethe Research Committee of Sociology of
Consumption of the Chinese Sociological Associatidn Zhu Di held a Master of Science in
Social Research Methods and Statistics and PhbamBgy from the University of Manchester.
Her research interests include: sociology of condion, sustainable consumption, social
stratification, consumer culture of youths andrinét and society. Her work has been published in
prestigious academic journals. Dr Zhu Di is curdsyerntonducting several research projects,
including ‘the development trend and consumptiotitgpas of Chinese middle income group’
(funded by the National Social Science Foundatio@pmparative research on sustainable
consumption between China and the UK’ (co-fundedhbiish Academy and Chinese Academy of
Social Sciences), and ‘Attitudes and behavior ef plost-1990 generation of university students
against the background of consumer culture’ (fungee@hinese Academy of Social Sciences).

Ass. Professor, Hilda Rgmer Christensen: Univedit@openhagen

Abstract

Gender, Transport, Sustainability.
Chinese Perspectives on a New Field of ReseardPablic Policy.

All over the world in the 21 century, governments are being confronted with miog and
demanding challenges in connecting transport, sadigity and accessible mobility for all. One
area of critical importance for sustainable mopilg the issue of gender equality, a dimension
which has so far been neglected and downplayedsi@arch and policy-making in both China and
the West.This paper begins with a critical insjpecbf dominant ideas in transport research which
have contributed to social inequality and unsusiam transport practices. It is argued that it is
crucial to take the cultural dimensions into acd¢purcluding gender as an analytical category, in
order to provide more just and lower carbon moofetransport.The second part of the paper
addresses transport and mobility in urban Chinanfsoch perspectives and shows how gender and
class are represented in various forms of mundamsort, such as private cars, biking and public
transit. Based on materials in Chinese newspap®isfialdwork in Beijing and Shanghai, it is
shown how representations of transport and mobititythe Chinese media have been closely
connected to new repertoires of masculinity andidenity. The study shows that new forms of
transport and practices tend to meet middle-ciasde) affordances. Recent transport practices also
produce hierarchical dynamics of gender and claséchw might impede changes to more
environmentally friendly modes of transportatiomeTpresentaion includes a reflection on shared
biking, which overnight has become immensely papulaChinese cities and may provide a rather
unique moment for promoting both sustainable trartsgnd gender equality.

13
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Biography

Dr. Hilda Rgmer Christensen is associated profeastine Department of Sociology, and head of
the Coordination for Gender Studies at UniversitfCopenhagen. She has written extensively on
gender, culture, religion, welfare and citizensimghistorical and current perspectives. She was a
partner in the FP6 financed research prdjeehcit. Gendered Citizenship in Multicultural Eueop
The Impact of the contemporary Women’s Moveraedtshe has been the scientific coordinator for
the FP 6 funded SSA TRANSGEN focused on gendémstraaming of transport and research in
the EU. From 2010 she is a member of the Co-atidin committee for Welfare and Innovation at
the Sino-Danish University Centre in Beijing andatie® a research project focused \Gorld
Dynamics in Micro Perspectives: (Re)making middlas€ Families, China — Denmark, including
housing, mobility and transport. Member tife EU national programme committees in relatmn t
Social Sciences and Transport, and the EU Mariek@kska-Curie Advisory group for Horizon
2020

Email: hrc@soc.ku.dk
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